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Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre (CPAC) is proud to exhibit the work of renowned international 
and Australian artists such as Yoko Ono, Anish Kapoor, Max Ernst and Christian Boltanski, 
all of whom share refugee backgrounds.

In the face of the current political climate, Refugees was an opportunity to celebrate the 
talent and achievement of people who have fled war-torn countries, endured persecution, 
and became culturally displaced. Their stories have made for powerfully moving and 
provocative artworks that explore issues of identity, community and trauma. The exhibition 
aimed to encourage a discussion regarding Australia’s relationship with refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

As part of the exhibition, there were a variety of educational and public programs that 
were developed.  These programs were aimed to encourage discussion surrounding the 
issue of refugees, as well as unite and bring communities together.  One such program 
was Post Future.

Post Future created meaningful exchanges between students from diverse linguistic and 
socio-economic areas of Sydney and people living in detention. Drawing inspiration and 
influence from the Refugees exhibition and specifically from Ludwig Hirschfeld Mack’s  
Desolation: Internment camp, Orange, NSW.  Students made prints referencing the 
artwork as well as the concept of you are not alone.  The Post Future project was done in 
partnership with WestWords. Students partook in workshops facilitated by authors James 
Roy and Noel Zihabamwe. 

After the completion of the project, the letters were sent to various Detention Centres 
around Australia, such as Nauru, Christmas Island and Manus Island.  

Both the art-making and writing workshops aimed to increase students understanding 
of the world around them and develop their empathy skills. Post-Future linked both the 
visual arts and literacy outcomes, making it an incredibly meaningful and engaged cross-
curricular project. 

Please enjoy reading some of the very powerful and moving letters by the students. 

Thank you,

Roy Marchant 
Producer Public Programs

Cayn Rosmarin
Public Programs and Education Officer 

 



WHO WERE INVOLVED

CASULA POWERHOUSE ARTS CENTRE
 
Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre (CPAC) is the leading arts facility for South Western 
Sydney. CPAC contributes to an inclusive and creative community through the 
presentation and production of compelling, quality and diverse cultural programs 
relevant and engaging to South Western Sydney communities. 

WESTWORDS

WestWords is a new arts organisation for Greater Western Sydney, emerging 
from the Western Sydney Young People’s Literature Development Project (also 
known as WestWords since 2010). Building on the achievements over the seven 
years of WestWords as a project-based organisation, WestWords Ltd will continue 
core activities with community and school groups, partner with like-minded 
organisations, focusing on the delivery of residencies, fellowships and workshops 
for young people, targeting the diversity of cultural groups that comprise Western 
Sydney.
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JAMES ROY

James Roy was born in western New South Wales in 1968 and spent much of his 
childhood in Papua New Guinea and Fiji, adventuring by day and reading books at 
night. Then one day, tired of reading books by dead people, he decided to start 
writing his own. Since his first novel was released in 1996, James has written a 
number of critically acclaimed works of fiction and non-fiction for young people, 
including the CBCA Honour Books Captain Mack and Billy Mack’s War, and six 
CBCA Notable Books. In 2008, Town also won the Ethel Turner Prize for Young 
People’s Literature in the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, as well as the Golden 
Inky in Australia’s only teenage choice awards. Anonymity Jones won the 2010 
Western Australian Premier’s Book Award for young adult literature. 

NOEL ZIHABAMWE

When Noel Zihabamwe arrived in Australia from Africa seven years ago, he 
couldn’t speak English. Striving to make a new life in Australia, he took English 
classes, went to TAFE and then commenced studies at UWS. Since completing 
a Bachelor’s degree of Community Welfare and International Social Develop-
ment, the Rwandan-born graduate has been working passionately within the 
community to improve the lives of refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants to 
Australia. 

DIANNE MCCLAUGHLIN

Dianne McClaughlin is one of CPACS dedicated and professional art facilitators. 
She facilitates a number of workshops at Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, to 
name a few include Bravery Unmasked, Home-school program and Spectrum. 
She brings enthusiasm and a wealth of knowledge to her role. She is currently 
completing a degree in Art Therapy.





 
Feedback

I was one of the teachers at Casula Public School who attended the workshops. I 
thought both sessions were beneficial and helped our students develop empathy 
for others. They were eager to share their stories, some of which included their 
experiences as newcomers in a different land. All students were engaged and 
enjoyed creating their artworks in a new form, they were captivated. I was moved 
to read some of the stories they shared.
  - Primary School Teacher, Casula Public School

Thank you for the opportunity.

Thank you so much for your work with the Year 9 Literacy students at Shore 
through the Post-Future program. The program was well received because it was 
relevant and accessible to a range of students with different learning abilities and 
styles. The boys enjoyed engaging in discussion about a current political issue and 
debating it’s importance in class.

The art-making lesson allowed the boys who have a range of learning needs 
(such as ESL, dyslexia, ADHD, Downs Syndrome) to use empathy to communicate 
ideas with visual literacy. This is often difficult for the students in a traditional 
literacy class. The boys enjoyed the ‘hands on’ nature of the task and responded 
well to Cayn’s enthusiasm for the works that informed and inspired the project.

The writing lesson was highly interesting and engaging for both staff and students. 
The boys thoroughly enjoyed creating postcards for refugees and meeting James 
Roy and Noel Zihabamwe. They enjoyed the opportunity to ask questions, listen to 
stories and have their work read by “professionals” in the field. They appreciated 
speaking to people with real-world experience and thinking about how their 
writing can make a difference outside the classroom. The boys continue to ask 
me about the project and whether the refugees have received their postcards!
  - Academic Support Teacher, SHORE 
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